Mont- likewise be better seen amidst the greenery of our London martre parks and squares.
revisited In Paris 1 was glad to get into touch with old friends and acquaintances, with Bonnarcl and Vuillard, whom I had not; seen for many years. Of the two, Bonnard was the less changed, slender still, with a youthful figure and alert manner, I found him experimenting with pure colours, paying little attention to form or values. He was, I, felt, attempting to make colour alone express more than it can carry, Vuillard, who builds up his compositions from slight drawings, remains more interested in appearance than Bonnard, ,, Vuillard has a fine head, with gentle, kindly eyes. I made a' drawing of him after two attempts at getting him to sit; each time 1 went to his studio for the purpose, I found he had made a subsequent engagement, but the third time he kept himself free, Valery also was to sit, but was still more elusive. Vuillard and I began our careers at the same time, making drawings for Coquelin Cadet. He spoke of Cadet's friendliness and good nature, a pleasantcr man altogether than his famous brother. I reminded him of how Coquelin Alno exchanged a fine work by Degas for a painting by Dagnan Bouveret! Dagnan, now forgotten like so many others then famous. I spoke of my uncliminished regard for Puvis cle Chavannes, whom Lautrec placed, together with Degas, above all his contemporaries, Vuillard was glad, he said, to hear someone do justice to that great man; for in France today few now speak of him.
It was not far from Vuillard's studio at Montmartrc (in the Place Vintimille) that Puvis had his studio; it was on the Place Pigalle, and I remembered his venerable figure when he received visitors in the early morning, in his dressing gown, before going to his atelier at Neuilly, and, again, the same figure, frock-coated, at the BesnarcTs hotel in the rue Guillaume Tell Besnard was then one of our heroes, of whose mural paintings,at the Ecolc de Pharmucie my friend Ludwig von Hofmann made copies, I climbed up the rue Lepic to my old studio in the rue 316